
Linnalabor aka Estonian Urban Lab 

(www.linnalabor.ee/eng) would like to 

perform as the ambassador for a 

financing model Brickstarter, created 

by Helsinki Design Lab. HDL was an 

initiative of Finnish Development Fund 

Sitra till 2013. Overview of the design 

process behind Brickstarter, further 

explanations and a final pdf report 

are presented on the webpage       

www.brickstarter.org.

On the same webpage the authors of 

Bricksarter, Bryan Boyer and Dan Hill 

have announced that �Sitra has com-

pleted its work on Brickstarter and by 

publishing this book we transfer the 

rights to you, the community.� Which 

is why we feel comfortable to present 

this excellent piece of work to you 

now for further discussions and possi-

bly, initatives inspired by it.

Brickstarter is a �prototype for 

a 21st century social service. 

It proposes a new model for 

how we make shared decisions 

about shared spaces. It tests 

the exciting potential of 

crowd-funding and crowd-  

sourcing against the practical 

realities of debating, govern-

ing, investing in, and ultimately     

delivering the built environ-

ment.� 

(Brickstarter.pdf page 3)
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No matter whether the web 

platform using the Brickstarter 

model is created as a public 

service run by a city, a public 

partnership in collaboration 

with a city, or as a social enter-

prise, it bridges four stages in 

the life- cycle of any initative:

1. ideation � usually the public 

hears about the plans of the 

administration when they are 

almost impossible to change 

and various reasons, the ideas 

coming from the public don�t 

often reach the administration. 

In Brickstarter an idea can be 

initated and hone it to a satis-

factory result collaboratively

2. decision making � it is a 

transparent platform for making 

decisions on which strategies, 

activities or objects are worth to 

be implemented and how 

should this happen

3. financing � anybody can 

back the initiative finanzially

4. implementation � besides 

money, also time and knowl-

edge can be invested

In other words, Brickstarter co-

mibines the funcions of crowd-

funding and crowdsourcing, par-

ticipatory budgeting, and public 

opinion polling platforms, 

adding transparendy and 

non-hierarchical communica-

tion between institutions and 

citiens.
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Further explanation and mock-ups of the web platform from Brickstarter.pdf
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